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It's never too late for the adventure of a lifetime.In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid.

He's got a dog named Beau and a best friend, Jessie. He likes to take photos and write haiku

poems in his notebook. He dreams of climbing a mountain one day.But in one important way, Mark

is not like other kids at all. Mark is sick. The kind of sick that means hospitals. And treatments. The

kind of sick some people never get better from.So Mark runs away. He leaves home with his

camera, his notebook, his dog, and a plan. A plan to reach the top of Mount Rainier. Even if it's the

last thing he ever does.The Honest Truth is a rare and extraordinary novel about big questions,

small moments, and one incredible journey.
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The honest truth: this is the saddest book I have ever read. I am having a hard time grasping why

Scholastic would market this book to 8-12 year olds. Perhaps they were looking for a The Fault in

Our Stars or First Love for a younger audience. In both these books the main characters are

terminally ill and make reckless decisions as they face their own death.I thought about the books

that dealt with difficult subjects that I read between 3rd and 5th grade. Books like Where the Red

Fern Grows, Island of the Blue Dolphins, and Little Women. Each of these books deal with death of

a dear one. And I do remember them having a huge impact on my worldview at the time. They



made me think about mortality and ask big questions like, "What things are worth dying for?" and

"Since life is finite, do I cherish my life and those living around me?"These were important questions

for me to wrestle through, however the new trend in books dealing with death veer far away from

those questions. Instead these books seem to promote a very selfish, humanistic attitude.
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